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Separately, on May 6, 1996, unknown fac-
tional forces fired upon the Embassy com-
plex. The Marines returned fire with ma-
chine guns and automatic weapons, driving
off the attackers. No U.S. forces were killed
or injured in this encounter. One member
of the attacking force may have been wound-
ed.

Finally, on May 11, 1996, a U.S. Marine
walking on the Embassy compound was
struck by a stray round. The Marine was
slightly injured. He was treated and returned
to full duty. This incident was the result of
stray fire between warring factions and ap-
pears not to have been directed at the Ma-
rines or the Embassy.

The Marine commander reported that
during these attacks, U.S. forces opened fire
only upon persons who fired upon the Em-
bassy complex. In the judgment of U.S. mili-
tary commanders, these attacks are sporadic
incidents and do not represent an intent to
mount a concerted or deliberate attack
against the American Embassy or the Ma-
rines. We do not intend that U.S. Armed
Forces deployed to Liberia become involved
in hostilities. Nonetheless, our forces are
equipped and prepared to defend American
lives and property if necessary.

Our goal is to redeploy U.S. forces once
there is no longer a need for enhanced secu-
rity at the Embassy and a requirement to
maintain an on-scene evacuation capability.

I have directed the continued deployment
of U.S. forces to Liberia pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct the foreign
relations of the United States and as Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed
concerning this important deployment of
U.S. forces. I appreciate the support of the
Congress in this action to protect American
citizens and our Embassy complex in Monro-
via.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Teleconference Remarks on the
Expansion of the Detroit/Wayne
County, Michigan, Airport
May 20, 1996

The President. It’s Bill Clinton. How are
you?

Wayne County Executive Ed McNa-
mara. Well, I’m great. How are you? We
have a room full of supporters here.

The President. Well, I’m very glad that
Secretary Peña and I could join you today,
at least by telephone, to congratulate all of
you who have worked so hard to make the
expansion of the Detroit Metropolitan
Wayne County Airport a reality. I know that
a lot of people deserve praise for their hard
work, but I want to say a particular thanks
to Senator Carl Levin and Governor Engler
and former Governor Jim Blanchard and
Congressman Dingell, Congresswoman Riv-
ers, Congressman Knollenberg, the executive
vice president of Northwest Airlines, Don
Washburn. But I especially want to thank
you, Ed McNamara, for all the work you’ve
done.

We had to have this day; otherwise I could
never look at you again without remembering
all the times you twisted my arm and put
bruises all over me. [Laughter]

Mr. McNamara. Well, you’ve got to know
we never would have done it without you.
You were the most key individual in this
whole show, and you’ve helped turn Michi-
gan’s greatest generator of jobs and economic
activity into a reality. So we’re grateful.

The President. I’m very pleased that we
can provide some extra funding. The $150
million in new funds, in addition to the mil-
lions already committed, as you know, will
fund the infrastructure for the airport’s do-
mestic and international terminals. And this
is just a great example of the kind of partner-
ship we need between the Federal, State,
and local governments and the private sector.

And I agree with you, it’s going to have
a tremendous impact on Michigan’s eco-
nomic future. It will help to create nearly
$3 billion in business activity in the Detroit
area every year. It will create thousands of
jobs. And it will enable the metro airport to
be a world-class airport well, well into the
21st century. So it’s very exciting.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 09:34 Jan 07, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P21MY4.021 p21my4



903Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / May 20

And let me say that there’s one other per-
son that deserves some credit here, and I
want to introduce him—our Secretary of
Transportation, Federico Peña, who strongly
supported this project and worked with us.
And I’d like to have Secretary Peña say a
word to you, too.

[At this point, Secretary Peña reviewed the
economic impact of the airport expansion.]

Mr. McNamara. You know, Secretary,
Don Washburn and I still remember the cat-
tle prod you used to put us back at the table,
and it was very effective. You might tell the
President, and I might also tell you, that
Mayor Dennis Archer just dropped by to say
hi and to congratulate us. He happens to be
in the room with us also.

The President. Hello, Mayor.
Mayor Archer. How are you doing, Mr.

President?
Mr. McNamara. He says, ‘‘How are you

doing, Mr. President?’’
The President. I’m doing great. I think

you all are too.
Mr. McNamara. We certainly appreciate

all of your efforts and the fact that you were
with us today. And we will promise not to
make any more great demands on you for
at least a couple of years.

The President. Just make the most of this.
I know you will.

Mr. McNamara. I got my fingers crossed.
The President. Thank you all. Good-bye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:24 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. John Engler of Michigan.

Remarks Honoring the NCAA
Basketball Champion University of
Kentucky Wildcats and University of
Tennessee Lady Volunteers
May 20, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you
very much. You can sort of see that as far
as this announcement today, I’m the Vice
President. [Laughter] And Mr. Gore is taking
the lead, with his justifiable pride.

I want to welcome the Members of Con-
gress who are here, the presidents of these
two great universities, all the coaching staff,

and their supporters. I see the Lieutenant
Governor of Kentucky over here and many
other people who are supporting these two
teams.

It is true that I am a—I suppose a fanatic
would be too mild a word for it—basketball
fan. And I tried to watch every game that
was on television, at least part of it, during
this tournament. It was a fabulous tour-
nament, in both the women’s and the men’s
divisions. The people who won should have
won. But, as the Vice President said, just be-
cause you’re ahead and you’re the favorite
doesn’t mean you always win. I hope every-
body around here remembers that. [Laugh-
ter]

I want to congratulate the Lady Vols. They
were terrific, especially down the stretch.
Michelle Marciniak, their most valuable play-
er, and all the team—they really—to win in
the finals you have to play as a team. And
I saw—I got a note from my staff before I
came out here that says that there is a sign
outside their locker room back in Knoxville
that says, ‘‘Offense fills seats. Defense wins
games. And rebounding wins champion-
ships.’’ That’s kind of the way it works around
here. [Laughter] And I like that.

And I want to say again, as I did to you
on the phone, Pat Summitt, we thank you
for your winning ways and we thank you for
the values, the spirit, and the rules that you
have followed all these years. You have got
a formula for success as well as some exceed-
ingly gifted young women. And we congratu-
late all of you. You’ve got a lot to be proud
of.

Now, as you might imagine just from
Washington, DC’s, location and the number
of people that work from the Federal Gov-
ernment, we’ve got a lot of people around
here that went to the University of Massa-
chusetts and Syracuse and all those places,
you know. And I told everybody that the best
basketball in America this year was in the
SEC. We nearly had an all-SEC women’s
Final Four. SEC did reasonably well in the
men’s division. And if we hadn’t had to start
all over again two or three times we might
have had even more in the Final Eight there.

And at the end, I remember—we have one
of my staff members who thinks that there’s
a basketball waiting for him in heaven who
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